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| Concerning, the. 
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oONG t here: the Cells wich 
' reſpe 0 cohpar tor of the Holy Trinity here 
imoogi on ſte of late Years ; and great 
been ſhewn; not only from the 
Colnidi Fe rens the Cauſe, bur from ſome of our 
own Church, one agaitiſt another. 'To-make: no fur- 
ther Remarks on this at preſent 3 the Miſchief and Pre- 
ſterouſneſs of this latter, as it hath been handled: 
y Bufineſs in this Letter is, afrer all that I have ob- 
ſere' from any Hand in this Diſpute, to write you my 
A 2 own 
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own Private Senſe, in a ſhort Paper, as to the-grear 
SubjeR of this Controverſy : Whar isrbe way rhar 1 in 
my own Mind can draw ſome Ap} reheafiew -of the 
Bleſſed Trinity ; ſuch as anſwers, if admitted, all Dif- 
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prevent! L roche 
fiery as. the prefentyohb ' w | o much eo 
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Mater as this,,'we awe to Aut ere therefore 
what I write-iz only-ina Private-way to a Friend ; ball 
that which, I here helopchang it, ſo, faras'it tba 


(5) 
really be Falſe or Erroneous, and truly ContradiQ the 


"For hy Charch, or. Will of my Superiors. 
this moſt Venerable ] Part, and Sublime Article 


Faith, I chink. we have great reaſon 
fo. al Nin Be on 
../The Form Baptiſm in ame of the Father, 


nd Holy Ghoſt; the ton, pronounced 
d peculiarly from theſe Three ; the Gloris 
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fatify my - Reaſbn' or -Cogitation in this Matter. 
As there arc Three Perſons acknowledg- 
a in the Holy Godhead, fo | cannot ibut conceive 

our rae” Avaya dakar or, tO 
Ton alice our, that eachhath a pro  Eflence or 
his. own; thoughwadivi from the relt 
| char gorge Sub © For [my part, I can 
l -of a Perſon, without a Subſtance or E/- 

Gente, S Fr: t 


Ground of that Perſon ; nor I never 
__ Fs {6 after all their Endeayours, with any that 
"cou 

EE: \Bub how thea (hall: weavoid the dreadful Abſurdi- 
17, Blaſph wn and;Hereſy, -of Three Subſtances, and 
"Three ?. Leonfels, nn pres ny wed 
me ;\ mor doth: the which 1 offer 

ther rhan what is - one would think in theſs 
(Caſes. : 

_ Iris abundantly, I ay, acknowledgd, that there are 
[Thoee: ufor ge ThreeKeal and, DSi tho' 


u| Eceroal Goditead canhaQne bur 

y /amd*ahat-miaft Yue. and proper, \as is 

onde wichyhis Triaity.of Reirigh.0o Fer 1 bait. 
We are t0:take'ns much Care of the Trinity;as;of the 
Su .andiit feems therefore to-be Unreaſopable al- 
rxomakeior expet the Infinite Divine Eſſence 
'Codtead as:mitich-Qoe, [Singi.amd Simple, :as if 
thor ws as PtucalivycorT.cinity- oh Perſons contain'd 


in 
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_ i like Þ, 


apt ne 1 
- Union and Subſtance tohim 3'not-only 1 in/Will and Na- 
ure, and by an abſolute mutual Confciouſneſs: 2nd 


'to'Light, Glory to Glory,' 


(8) 
in it ; -And'the Tnfinite and Eternal 'One God as mich 
One, 'as to'real Subſtance, as'if not Three, and:thoſe 
evident” afid diſtin, but One only Perſon, or Perlo- 
nality, was cohrained in his Bleſſed Natureand Being. 

Wherefors'to be ſhort, if we can find'a and 


2s great a'VUnity int ine Nature, as is poſſi 
coficeivable wit ing the Trinity aad 


bundantl ſufficient, and fo as properly to: make 
alr he bu On ety an tour: hr Serprn 
{0 freq wo by our Socinian Writers, 


Then certain 
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that, as it follows in the Creed, He may properly be 


' {aid tobe of one Subſtance with the Father : Not, .in 


the ſenſe of many, of the ſame abſolutely ſingle and 
Numerical Subſtance of the Father ; as if the Father's 
Numerical Subſtance was his ; but each hath a pro- 
per Subſtance of his own, yet wholly united, and al- 
together undivided from one another ; ſo that in a 
proper ſenſe they are not Two, . bur One Subſtance. 
Let us proceed now to the Holy Ghoſt ; after ha- 
ving given alſo briefly an Account of which, we ſhall 
this Myttery. to repreſent the Nature and Glory of 
$ | ſoppaſe then this Bleſſed and Eternal Spirit, whe- 
ther by the Subſtantial and Exulting Joy between the 
Father and the Sonz or from what other Bleſſed Exu- 
and Conſtraint, Plenitude and PerfeQion of 
their Glorious Natures I define not, to. have Iſſued or 
Proceeded jointly from them both, in like manner, from 
all Eternity. For though there be neceſſarily an Order 


of Nature, and Priority of nmol, y with reſpe&t 
e. utherwilſe 
ncom pretenſe of an 


to theſe Three; Infinite H 
( (foch is the Priviledge and 

Infinite and Eternal Being) are yall from Ever- 
laſting, Coeternal together and Coequal. The Father 
God, the Son God, a he Hip Che Ot: 4nd yes not 
Three Gods, bit - One God: The Father Subſtance, the 
Son Subſtance, and the. Holy Ghoſt Subſtance ; and yet not- 
Three ſeparate or divided Subſtances, but One join'd and 
wnited Subſtance: As not Three ſeparate or divided 
Gods, but One joint, Glorious, and united God. The 
abſolute Fulneſs, Unity, and -PerfeQion of the Entire 
God-head being comp cated in theſe Three. 


B This 


Ne with a "Tex 
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' Fhis-is a ſhort Scheme of the Unity in_ Trinity, and 
Trinity is Unity, which is to be Worſhipped ; 7 far 
25 my own Private Apprehenſion, yet after the Exam- 
ple of ſome very Great Perſons, can dive intoit. And 
I thiok it-is thus ſufficiently intelligible, ſo far as con- - 
cerns Reaſon, our Divine Joy, Adoration and Faith, 
Not can I tell otherwiſe what to make of this Adtmi- 
rable Myſtery, after all that I have read or heard about 
it. -Though ſtill in ſo profound and abfiruſe a Point, 
I think it but decent and our Duty, to ſubmit what we 
ſay, by way of particular Explication, to the Wikdom 
and Authority of the Chureh. 

- Byt , where is the Impitty, Cantradiftiouſbeſs, | or 
Abſurdiry: of elis DoQrine ? - It makes ; -you'! will 
Daemon Gods 3 —_ invincible C_ and 

rejpudice n--1t. utterly y, an 
to make | m— farther to appear, hae 
of Perſons : And that you 


_—— and the Truth: :- 
by eng in t6 have any thing 


of pet Ny Ce a is, ar be thought ta be fach « 
Di if it was-not'! ob: 'the Trinity contain'd in 
it ? we This Trinity we all own, and facredly af- 
ſert; and that it is to. be d as nviolate as the 
Unity : Sa that we muſt; coa/aned'the one, nor 
divide the other.: "Which \{ceras ffeQually done tr the 
Hypathefis I have'choſen.) Here-'are three Evident 
and DiſtinEt Perſons, fuch as they:ought to be, and yet 


in one #ndivided Eſſence-ar Swbſtance ; the very Ca- 
tholick Faith ſa much pleaded for, and Afſerted. 
Each indeed hath a. Subftabce, as every real Perſona- 
lity, ſubſiſting Being: or "Perſon qught 'to have ;\ and 
yet there is that Union and Undividedneſs -y Sub- 

ances, 


C203 
ſtances, that Order, * Dependance, and eſſential Tye 
and Vanity among them, from their very Nature and 
Being, as effeQtually preſerves both Unity and Tri- 
nity: Andif they are as much One as is reaſonable or 
deſirable, or conſiſtent in reality with Three fo proper, 
- To different, and diſtina& Perſons, as Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, are made and acknowledged: to be, I 
know not what we ſhould ſeek or expe farther. 
The ſubſtance of all is not only Homoiarſios, but 
Homoouſibs 4 not only. of a ike, but of the ſame undi- 
vided Efſence or Subſtance ; foraſmuch as it is the one, 
or tri-une Subſtance, and indiſcerpible Eſſence of the 
entire God-head. There is. a perfeQt Union, but not 
a ſingularity in the whole ; as none, I think, can 
make ſach a'thiog in heir {eaſe, and ina, Trinity of 
Perſons, and yet talk intelligibly 3 and ſo as inall other 
Matters is ſuitable to the Notions and Natures of 
ings, and to the Reaſons and Faculties of Mea ; 
which, in my Appreheafion, is a mighty. prejudice to 
this ſo ſtrit and- ſtark Methgd , f ing it. Nor 
can I ſte any real and proper Uie'or Banefit of its 
it ſcems.to be all anſwer'd, as. well the way which 
ſome others take, as by this abſolute Onenels and Sin- 
pularity of Subſtance ; a thing the hardeſt to con- 
ceive' in a real Trinity of Perſons of any thing ia 
the World, and needleſs, I think, to be aſſerted ia it. 
Befides, I would willingly know from whence it is, 
that we muſt ſo peremptorily conclude, in this ſenſe, 
B 2 . that 


* By Dependance 1 mean only the Subordination in the Deity ; and That the 
Son hath his Being from the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt from the Father and 


=> -= ; yet in ſuch # manner as to make up One entire Eſſence and Get 
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(12) 
that there is but One Subſtance thaugh Three Perſons. 
Where is this delivered in the Holy Scripture ?,- And 
from thence it is, that we hold the Dodrine of the Sa- 
cred Trinity. As to meer Reaſon, it" informs vs no 
more of Three Perſons in the Holy God-head, than 
of Three Subſtances; nay, it evidently ſeems to make 
the latter, though ill United, as neceſlary as the for- 
mer. If the Unity of the Deity can conſiſt with 
Three Perſons, why not as well with Three Subſtan- 
ces, in the ſenſe it hath been expined © Or, what 
doth the Scripture ſpeak more of the one than of the 
other, as to any excluſion of the latter? If we think 
it makes Three Gods, ſo would Three Perſons, we 
ſhould. have thought, had they been aſſerted without 
the Warrant of Revelation. Had this indeed plainly 
made any Difference, there would have been good 
reaſon, ih {6 Incomprehenſible a SubjeQ, to have ſub- 
mitted 3 but ſince it hath not, the ſame Incomprehen- 


* fibleneſs of the Subje&, and of the Myſtery, makes it 


the more Groundleſs, and the more Raſh, to aſſert an 
abſolute Oneneſt «v4 Singularity of. Subſtance : Whea 
no mortal 'Man 'cah know, but that this is the. very 
Nature 'and PerfeQion of the God-head, 'to be Three 
Subſtances yet One Subſtance, Three Perſons yet One 
God 3 ſoas before hath been repreſented : And as the 
—_— hath not, ſo neither hath the fierceſt- Anti- 
Trinitarian any thing, that I know, conſiderable to 
the contrary. I could' wiſh that Prejudice might be 


laid afide, andthe Thing at leaſt coolly and fairly con- 
fider'd. 

There are many things, and particularly in the 
Deity, abundantly above our Comprehenſion; but 
then they only ſeem vaſtly too big for our Graſp, — 

offer 
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offer not any Force or Violence otherwiſe to our Un- 
ſtandings ; Nay, our Reaſon leads us in a natural way 
to them ; and we diſcern them notwithſtanding to be 
neceſſary and unavoidable 3 as the Wiſdom, Eterni- 
ty, and Self-Exiſtence of ſomething or other z and 
ſo its Power and Immenſity : And we are moſt natu- 
rally caſt, and, I think I may repeat it, neceſſarily and 
unavoidably, I am ſure gloriouſly and deſirably, on 
that Infinite Being we call God ; the moſt Bleſſed Au- 
thor and Original of all Things. | 

But now this abſolute Singularity, and Numerical- 
neſs of Subſtance, pleaded for by ſome, and yet with 
as abſolute a Diſtintion and Plurality of Perſons con- 
tain'd-mit, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; the Second 

nerated from the Firſt, and the Third as everlaſting- 

proceeding from both: This is net only above, but 
ſidcks the Reaſon and Underſtanding of Man with 
ſomething altogether unconceivable and unintelligi- 
ble; a ſeeming Impropriety and Inconfiſtency is 1n- 
volved in it, contrary, as it ſhould ſeem, to all other 
= Ys and to the diſtin& Nature and CharaRers of 
theſe. 
Let us conceive, for Inſtance, of God the Father as 
in himſelf, and according to the Priority of his Na- 
ture : Certainly in his own Being,. and without the 
Son, ſo far as we can diſtinguiſh them, he had an In- 
finite Subſtance or Eſſence of his own. On the Gene- 
ration of the Son, I would demand with Reverence 
what was Generated ?- A real Son, a real Divine Per- 
ſon, all will grant. But is here then no Alteration, 
no Diſtintion from the Efſence or Subſtance of the Fa- 
ther ? and yet a new perſonal Being, or diſtin& ſub- 


ſiſting Perſonality, a real Infinite Son Generated and 
| Begotten 
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"*Begotten. "The like is calily applied to the ProduQti- 


on or Proceſſion ,of the Holy Ghoſt: That”Bleſſed 
Spirit is a real Perſonal ſubſiſting Spirit, diſtin from - 
e Father and the Son; and ſo ſhould have, one 
would think, ſome diſtin Subſtratum, or Ground, as 
I may fo ſpeak, for its Perſonality. | 
It is of the Nature of that which Iſſues, proceeds, 
or is any way Generated from another, to be di- 
ſtin& from that from which it. iſuesz and to be real 
Eſſence or Subſtance, unleſs it be only Quality or Ac- 
cident : But no one will ſay, That the Son and Spi- 
rit are only Modes, Properties, Qualities or Acci- 
dents : Wherefore it remains that they are real Sub- 
ſtance; .and that, in a due ſenſe, diſtin as from the 
ther, {o from one another.. And what clſe indeed 
ould an Infinite Son, having all Divine Attributes in 


- himſelf; and to whom the very Creation of the 


World is attributed in Holy Scripture ; a Son diſtin@ 
from the Father, and Generated, as we ſpeak, of him 
from all Etergityz Iſay, what ſbould ſuch a Glorious 
and Perf& Being as this be, but Subſtance from Sub- 
ſtance ? Or how ſhould he not have a true, proper, 
yet undivided Eſſence of his own? 

They have diſtinQ Properties, Perceptions, and 
Perſonalities of their own : What reaſon can be given, 
that they ſhould not have proper, yet eſfentially un- 
divided Subſtances too? And as to the Divine Unity, 
TI am clearly of the mind of the moſt Reverend Dr. 
More z.who hath well oblerv'd, that not dry, and 
meagre Speculation, but the real Harmony and Per- 
Fettion of the Deity is the meaſure of the Divine At- 
tributes, and of the Unity of the Godhead. _ See his 
Firſt Vol. Philoſoph. p. 332. And thete is nothing P 
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be admitted on one hand or t'other that doth any way 
Croſs or Infringe theſe, And if there is nor ſuch a 
Tri-unity. as this in Subſtance, as well as otherwiſe in 
the Deity, 'tis hard, I think, to give account of the 
Divine, Infinite Properties, and diſtioQ Attributes of 
each Perſon ; which ſure do require not only perſona- 
lity, but a Foundation for that diſtin Perſonality at 
the Bottom. 

And in ſuitableneſs unto this we find ia Scripture, 
that the Son is call'd the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; that he is ſaid to 
bein the Form"of God, the only.begotten Son of God, the 
m4 the Inviſpble God; and the like. -See allo 
Wiſd.7. 25, 26. All which do naturally import what 
Idrive at ; not an Airy, and. I know: not what No- 
tional and Metaphyſical, -but a real, diſtin, and ſub-- 
ſtantial Son 5 the expreſs Image of his Perſon in Elſ- 
ſeace and Subſtance, as well as Wiſdom and Attri- 
2i9e s God of God, Light of Light, very God of wery 

3,. being yet notwichiiand ing of > One Subſtance 
with the Father, by « Vital Edential Union of Sub- 


' "And ſothe like ia Analogy is to be ſaid in the Caſe 

of the Bleſſed Spirit ; A real and ſubſtantial Spirit pro- 
ceeded ; an Omnipotent, Omaipreſent, and All-know- 
ing Spirit : And what ſhould this be but Eſſential and 
S tial ?. Yet altogether undivided from the Sub- 
ſtance or Eſſence of both Father and Son : So that 
they are /intimately , abſolutely , and ſubſtantially 
One; Three Perſons, whereof each is God, and yet 
at the ſame time by means of their Union, Coexiſten- 
Fa; 00 Inexiſtency in one another, in a'proper ſenſe 
ze: All-Glorious and Undivided God, There is as 

great 
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great a Unity as is conſiſtent with a Trinity; and, 1 
will add again, as is uſeful or deſirable, and as di- 
ſtint a Trinity as is conſiſtent with VUaity ; and this 
T look upon as a fair-and intelligible account of both. 

And they are further One, the true and infinite Di- 
vinity or entire God-head, not only by Vertue of this 
meer eſſential and ſubſtantial Union, ( as Three An- 
gelick Spirits ſubſtantially United may be One and 
Three ); but as there is that zeceſſary Order, and-De- 
pendance, as I faid, in the Divine Perſonsz as the Fa- 
ther 'is the Root and Fountain of the Deity, and is 
not perfe&, as I may ſo ſpeak with Reverence, with- 
out the Son ; but by the bleſſed Fulneſs and | 
of his Natore, begets that Eternal Word or Wi 
the Image of himſelf both Nature and Efſence. Ar 
fo the Holy, Eternal and Ever-bleſſed Spirit, that of 
Infinite Joy and Divine Love, doth as neceflarily pro- 


 ceed from Father and Son; and compleats, as 


I may expreſs -it, the Glory, Fulneſs, and Perfe&ion 
of the Deity, And thus are they One, to uſe an im- 
proper -Expreffion, Root and Branch, by Order and 
Dependance, Neceſſarily, Eſſentially, and Eternally. 
And to this Bleſſed and Ever-adorable Triad be Honour 
and Glory, Dominion and Obedience, for eyer_and 
ever. Amen, nf fk 

I have now run over the main of what Thad to fay 
with the greateſt Brevity on this Subje& ; but do en- 
tirely, as I ought, and thick my felFobliged in fuch 
Matters, ſubmit what I have ſaid to the Judgment 
and Authority of our Rulers 3 who will diſcern, I 
hope, ſo much at leaſt (if they. were, to know it) 
in what hath been advanced, as not''to think' me 
mom of any Wilfull and Heretical Pravity or De- 
180. I 
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I am ſatisfied by what L have read and ſeen, that 
the Anticnt Fathers afford Ground for different Ways 
of Holding and Receiving of this Myftery, and for 
Controverſies in it; in many Paſſages aſſerting ſuch 
a Reality of fubſtantial Perſons as I now drive at 3 and 
in others pleading for ſuch an Onenefs (at leaſt ſeem- 
ingly) and Numericalneſs of Subſtance as others dp 
imbrace, and contend for. It is indeed in ſome, 
and that a proper Senſe, One and Namerical; becauſe 
no Part of the Deity, or Subſtance of the Perſons con- 
tain'd in it, is any way divided but united through- 
out ; and fd is Plural in one Senſe, and Numerical in 
another at the ſame time ; as in other reſpeQs it is 
acknowledged to be Three and yet One : Three Per- 
ſons and One God : And the very Subſtance of the 
Divinity isSingular and One fo far as the Holy Triaity 
can admit of it, 

And this Hypotheſis I propoſe will be found, if con: 
ſider'd, excellently well to anſwer the Difficulties and 
Expreffjons of various Perſons, and even Parties in this 
great Myſtery. | 

Firſt according to Athanaſins, © Here is a Conjun+ 
« tion without Confufion, and a Diſtintion without 
« Divifion : And in ſhort, an Indivifible Unity of the 
« Entire Godhead, or Divine Nature. According to Gre- 
gory Nyſſen, © Here is Number and no Number,differeat 
« View (or Variety) and yet but One ; a DiſtinAion of 
« Hypoſtaſes, and yet no Diviſion in the SubjeQs. 
According to Hilary, © Here the Perſon of the Son re- 
« mains diſtin from the Perſon of the Father 3; and 
<« hath. a Legitimate and Proper Subſtance of his owa 
« begotten Nature from God the Father, and yet is 
* not of a divided Subſtance from him. © Here, ac- 

WY” cording 
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cording to St. Auguſtin, © the Father, Son, and Holy 
« Ghoſt are One in the ſame Individual Nature, or 
« undivided Eſſence, and are One God, Propter ineffa- 
&« bilem ConjunFionem Deitatis, by an ineffable Union 
« and ConjunQiion. in the Deity : And again, Proprer 
« Individuam Deitatem, becaule of one Individual and 
« Indiviſible Deity. 

Here again is what the Socinians ſtick at, and think 
impoſſible z © One and Three; neither Confuſion of 
« Perſons, nor Diviſion of the Subſtance : They are 
Three and diſtin, but not divided Perſons or Sub- 
ſtances 3 they are in one and, the ſame Undivided 
Eſſence or Subſtance, and ſo without Diviſion or  Se- 
paration. © And here is the Communication of the 
« fame «ndivided Subſtance unto Three real but not 
« divided Perſons ; 0 as that each Perſon may have 
« his own Proper Subſtance, and yet the extire Divine 
« Eſſence be in it ſelf undivided. 

« Here is Cyprian's Plena & adunate Trinitas, his 
« compleat United and Undivided Trinity. And fur- 
ther, according to Tertullian, © Here is, as he ſpeaks, 
<« a Prolation of the Word without Separation 3 and 
« the Word both the Son of God, and all God ex 
« Unitate Subſtantie, from an eſſential Unity and 
« Conjuntion of Subſtance. Here is alſo his Vn: 
* Subſtantia in tribus Coherentibus z his Probola Verita- 
* tis, Cuftos Onitatis ; with many others needleſs to be 
mentioned. 

Here is the Proper Medium between the Extreams 
ſpoken of by Dyoniſius of Rome, wiz. © Of Three 
* ſeparate and independent Principles, or elſe the 
« Confuſion of the Divine Perſons in the one Sabel 
« lian Principle : And theſe two are the great _ 

an 
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and Extreams which the Fathers, when they explaia 
themſelves, ſeem chiefly to have guarded the Do- 
Arine of the Holy Trinity againſt. © Here are Plato's 
« Three Principles, that both he and his Followers 
« ſpeak ſo much of; and which he hath been juſt- 
« Iy thought b; ſeveral of the Antiears to have drawn 
« from Moſes, and from the Hebrew Doctrine in E- 
« egypt; his Divine Eſſence inlarging it ſelf to Three 
« Hypoſtaſes; and ſuch as have been. acknowledged 
« by both Egyptians and Perſians. And for a Proof 
in general of the Diſtint Subſtantiality of Father , 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, and yer Unity of the Divine Eſ\- 
ſence or Subſtance, ſee the Learned Dr. More in that 
Volume of his before-mentioned, P. 770, &c. 

And now here, again, according to a late Wri- 
ter, 15 that Expreſſion Verified, © That each of the 
« Divine Perſons hath an abſolute Nature diſtin&ly 
( but not dividedly) © belonging to him: And again, 
* That the Father is, and ſubliſts as a Father, by ha- 
© ving a Son, and communicating his Eſſence to ano- 
« ther. And elſewhere, That the Relation between 
* the Father and Son is founded on that Etcrnal A& 
* by which the Father communicates his Divine Na- 
* ture (or Eſſence, for here they are the ſame) to the 
* Son. And he ſpeaks again of Three mentioned in 
* Scripture, to whom diſtinQly the Godhead doth be- 


* long: And in another place, © That in the Divine 


* Perſons of the Trinity, the Divine Nature and the 
«* Perſonal Subſiſtence Coeleſce into One, by an Incom- 
« prehenſible, ineffablekind of Union and Conjunttion: 
Which very laſt words imply differeat Beings and Sub- 
ſiſtences, but admirably and incomprehenſfibly United 


' in the Godhead. 
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'- Here is alſo the Myſtery and the Difficulty unrid- 
led, after a dye fort ahd ſenſe, ** Of Three individual 
« Eſſences, hg yet bur One entire, divine, atrd indi 
« yidual Eſſence. And ſurther, How the fime*$ubſtance 
« doth both Unite and menus rep the Divine Sub- 
«* ſtances or Subliſtences at the fame time. Nor is there 
any thing, it is hoped, in all this ſaid, but what is ſuf- 
fciently ſuirable ro the Divine Natnee, Propetties and 
Perfetions; and what it is nor only capable of, but 
ſeems neceſſary to be in it, under this Plurality of 
Perſons, and Myſterions Triunity it doth confift of 

But to proceed, and come to a Concluſion; here 
« again the wpoaps is whole, entire, indiviſtble, and 
« indiſcerpible in all Three : And itis not hard to con- 
ceive in this Hypotheſis how rheſe may be Three Pe- 
culiar Subſtances in One entire and 1ndiviſfible ' $ub- 
ſtance; and Three Eſſences comprehended in One in- 
dividual Divine Efſence; foraſmuch as the "Three 
Perſons or Subſiſtences make but One individual Deity 
or Godhead. , © And thus further the Unity of the 
« Godhead is the moſt Real, Effential, Indivifible, 
* and Inſeparable Unity : And the Divine Naturg'Q- 
riginally in the Father is fubftantially communica- 
* ted by the Father 'to the Son, as a diſtin ſubſifting 
* Perſon, by an eternal ineffable Generation ; and to 
* the Holy Ghoſt by an eternal and ſubſtantial Pro- 


© 
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© ceffion from Father and Son : As theſe are allowed 


to be True and Orthodox Expreſſions. iy 

| Letit now be duly conſider'd how well ſuck Pafſages 
and Expreffions as theſe, with numerous others; are 
anſwer'd by the Account which hath been here given of 


the Holy Trinity ; and if they be not in the way 
w bich is here taken, conceivable and intelftigible ; but 
whether 
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whether they be the fame in any other ; and yet this 
—- +-""_0y a ſufficiently great and incomprehenſible 
Myſtery. = 

The Vaity of the Divine: Eſſehce is much-inſiſted 
oft ity this Controverſy 3. and certainly very deſerved- 
ly; Nor i it in the leaft to be deſtroy'd or denied : 
But if there be ſuch an abſolute Unity and Simplicity 
in -the Godhead as is contended for by many, how 
comes ' thereto be: fuch a marvellous, and peculiar 
Tritiity of Perſons 'in it? Such a Prolation of Sub- 
ſtance, or Communication. of Efſeace from Father to 
Son, 'and from both again of theſe to the Holy Spirit. 
A Demonſtration 'this is, that we muſt not be too 
ftrait-lac'd in determining the Nature of the Divine 
Unity : Nor are we to be Nice beyond Scripture or 
the Reaſon of things. And as the Plutality of Per- 
ſors in the Deity is extraordinary, ſo-what if they be 
lo6k*d upon as as an extraordinary fort allo of axdivi- 
Het Individuals 5 becauſe, though they thus multiply 
the Perſons, yer they neither Divide nor Multiply 
the:Godhead ; and the Caſe here is. infinitely different 
from that of Common Individuals dividing the Species in 
other things. We grant that there 1s nothing to 'be 
offer d from any Intrenching 'on the Divine PerfeRi- 
on; but the Queſtion ftill is, What that Perfetion 
is, and what it doth require, or will admit of. 

' Ari-I tannot'bur here particularly obſerve, that 
ſeveral of the Antient Fathers of the Church expreſſed 
themſelves ſo very largely-on this Subject, that ex- 
ceeding Learned Men'bave rhought that they aſlerted, 
#t leaſt in- fome Places, only a Specifick Unity in the 
Godhead, How abſblately true this is, it is not for 


Me to determine ; but it is obvious 'to Remark, that 
they 
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they doing this even after the Viceve Cons, it is a 
ſign that they held the DiſtinQion of Perſons and 
Subfiſtences with a Witneſs 3 and we may alſo from 
hence ' gather the” Obſcurity and Ambiguity of thoſe 
Antient Writers on this Subje& : For if ſuch Perſons 
as Curcelless, Petavius, Dr. Cudworth, and the like, 


after all their Reading and Search, could not yet un- 


derſtand thoſe Fathers aright, what hope ſhould there 
be for others of ' an ordinary - Size. and Mediocrity to 
do it ? It ſhould only methinks make all Perſons ſo 
much the more Candid, Moderate and Ingenuous in 
this Controverſy ; where the Doftrine, I mean, in 
General, both Unity and Trinity, is fincerely ;be- 
lieved, pleaded for and aflerted. Which very thing 
hath been lately attempted, and that with admirable 
Candour and Freedom of Mind, by a certain great 
Perſon, to whom, for his Supereminent Learning and 
I_n <0 great — wy. yr of 
the Worl s particular and ſingular Re : And 
who wm fs. was the adheres to himſelE, Lg is not 
preſently for the loading of every one with Hereſy;and 
Reproach that Concurrs not with him exaQtly in this 
Adorable Myſtery. | | 

Let me only 'hint now, from the whole that hath 
been obſerv'd, That if either -any Antient or Preſent 
Writers ſhall ſeem therefore ſometimes to ſay things 
neither ſo clear in themſelves, nor iſo conſiſtent pol- 
fibly with what they ſhall appear. to aſſert at others, 
this will be allowed perhaps to be-no new, nor im- 

ſible thing ; and may well proceed from, the great 

ifficulties and Intricacies of - the Subje&, on ſome 
ſide or other, if not duly and warily manag'd ; and 
will confirm all along, but no way weaken the preſent 


Hypo- 
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Hypotheſis ; as the- beſt -middle between the various 
Extreams, and particularly either Arianiſm, Tritheiſm, 
or Sabellianiſm. | 

| I have nothing to add further, but that every one 
holding the Main Article, Three Perſons in one undi- 
vided Eſſence or Subſtance, muſt do it as conſiſtently, 
and after the beſt way and manner he is able; though 
T cannot but think the Method follow'd by ſome to 
be much more plain and intelligible than that of o- 
thers ; and conſequently of ſo much the greater Ser- 
vice agdinſt our ſo cager and violent Oppoſers. And 
yet in theſe Caſes, conſidering the Depth of the Matter, 
and the various Turn of Mens particular Thoughts, 
however they may expreſs themſelves with Freedom, 
yet certainly it ought to be with all due Decorum, Re- 
verence and Reſpe&, with Regard to our Superiors, 
the Nature of the Subje&, and the Senſe of others. 
Which are Rulesthat I would not defignedly bethought 
to Tranſprels. 

And now I wiſh that what hath been here faid, 
might Reconcile, if poſſible, borh Amtients and Mo- 
derns in their Accounts of the Holy Trinity, and make 
them better to meetand agree together ; as ſome have 
endeavoured, and Dr. More in particular, the Recon- 
ciling by this means the Orthodox of old and the Semj- 
Ariaws, For the Latter acknowledg'd the Son to be 
of a like but not of the /ame Subſtance with the Father 3 
taking it ſo Numerically as ſome now do; for the 
thought that a ſort of an Inconfiſtency or Contradifti- 
on. But if we will altow both a Likeneſs of Sub- 
ſtance in the Son to that of the Father, as alſo a Same- 
meſs as they are unitedly One, and not ſeparated or 
divided from one another, both ſides on this, if my 

a 
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had fo 'pleas'd; and told; bevethoughs Might 
have been agreed... See-cbut Boedſews Per fan in-bis Paray 
lipomena Prophetica, Chap. 40. P. 344. * 
Ban Cer iN Tis Parker Book! of Homies! Sermon on the Nl 
vity, Þ« 172. I-43 +I CLARE 

And pow for the Generation and Proceſſion of Twq 
ſuch Infinite Perſons, as Son and Holy Ghoſt in the 
Bleſſed Trinity, it 1s a high Myſtery indeed ; but in- 
yolves in it nothing of Inconſiſtency, or Yiolence to 
the Faculties of Men at all,.. For here is oo effec bur 
what there is 2 ſufficient Cauſe for, ; If the Son be In- 
finite, there is an Infinite Father ſufficient to be the 
Ground and Fountain of his Being : And if the Holy 
Ghoſt bo Infinite: and Eternal, there is an Infinite and 
Eternal Father and Son for jitto proceed from. There 
. ts much-leſs Difficulty ia the conceiving of this, than 
the Creation of all things out of nothing. And as t 
Deity is every way Inks rutable and Incomprehegſible, 
ſo this Glariaus Fequadity, and Plura ty of Perſons, 
ſeems apparently. to make far the Increaſe of the Ble{- 
ſedne(s and Perfection of it, 

- I have now, Sir, given you my Thoughts of this 
* great Myſtery ; and, let. the Hypotheſis be allow'd, I 

{more no Difficulties io Reaſovor Scripture, but what 
are eaſily enough ſolyed byit.. And itis needleſs toenter 
farther upon t I leave the whole to your own 
Scrutiny , and firifteſt Examination ; and begging 
Pardon for this Trouble, Subſcribe now, Deax Sir, 


Tour's, .&Cc. 


POST. 
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TT Shall naw lang you ſome "RIEL out of a Letter 
from a Friend of A miee, TON. to the, main Argu- 
rnent 3! and particularly. il ſlellayng the PerfeCtive Na- 
ture of the, Trinitarian, DoAtrine with reſpe& to. the 
Deity, as alſo its pratical Uſefulneſs with reſpett to the 


Joy and Happineſs of the Creature ; and ſuch as, I be- 
lieve,, are very. agreeable to your own Sentzments in 
this Marter. Thus then that Reverend, Perſon Writes, 
amqngſt {every} Ahor things,! 4 the HARE POOR 'fd. 
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< that God the Father is with his Ml Bet as a Man 


may be ſai&to0-þalw Bydg, af ${ which is 
_ but a very imper T. Converſe to le but now 


_- ' Three are to one quieres as Men to Men, which 
up the Harmony and/Bwecrnels of Society. 
gain; bow attach! cr-4s' the Creation by the 
ogg, ou hoſe Tree PUrſons din- the Deity, thaw if 
' off ory ly -Ohe” HF ExinY I'46-nor' meats they 'art fo,' as if! 
Tafinire-wete'nor "enough to Create ahd Govert: 
them'z but this'is evident; That we being botind to: 
Love God aboye all, and' that' Love'being the moſt: 
perfeQing' AQ'of gur Souls, as'to 'our' Happitieh, if 
we'have Three Thfinite Perſons 'in One Undivided'BC. 
ſence, our Happ ineſs, and our Kt muſt be wonderful- 
ly inctets'd be td tir ih rw otld orherwils be. 
Ne hes {d much Gtedter 
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.of this, ought; not to' be a Prejudice ; againſt the folid 
Reality 6fit, -Ast0-the topo (Threg $/in the 
Deity, - whats om” be (more ireaſonable than what-Dr. 
'Move offers 5-4iz,” That by the! ameiReaſon that you 
world alert -a 'Fourth Perſon, ybu mayaſlert an Infi- 
nity, Which -abhors from the natural Notion of the 
Unity of God. -He-particularly ſhews why there ſhould 
be' Three, 4nd n0 more but Three real Hypoſtaſes or Perſons 
5 the One:Divine Subſtance or Eſſence. See Paralip. Pro- 
pher- Ch: 50. P,469.. 1 0 

T have often- thought on - theſe things, 'but-I write 
my 'Fhoughts curſorily withoutany accuracy of:Words 
or *Marter, '&c. + Lurdidfterwards, ' Uponithe Score of 
probable'Reaſon to me, - the!/Dogme of the Holy 'Tri- 
nity huth- ten times-the advantage, nay more; of the 
Unitarian/DoQrin, - 'And' then, Holy Jews, ( not'the 
Modern, bur Antient') Philoſophers," Fathers, Coun- 
cils, and Scripture adding their\Suffrage, /tis an high 
Obje&t of 'Faith: He 3s: of - Opinion, in ſbort, that 
*. one Eſfence comprehending-three [Bflences is-to be 
acknowledged: ' And conchides;” The Sociniens, mae- 
*:thirſks, ſeem dry,-coritentious; and-wrangling in their 


<Managements';' The Plaonjſts:expreſs'a 'Veneration, 


*and Divine/pure flame of Lovein-wwhar they do, ec. 
And fo-much for the pious and worthy Writer of this 
Letter, and the /Pucerptians fronv him. | 


\Tſhflend-all with'ſome paſſages fetched from the 
Prefaces before'Dr. More's 'Poemns, and which though 


:Written when he was: very-Young, (yet as every' thing 


elfe- of that great Perſon , will deſerve the ſerious 


Conſideration /and Approbation of Perſons of all Ages 


inthis-A#mirable Myſtery. 'Fhusthenthe Writes in 
his Preface General to thoſe Poems, P. 3, 4. 
D 2 Con- 


-, <* Cantem 
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ions concerning the-Dry Eſſence of the 
Conſuming and UnſatisfaQtory. -' 'Tis 


«Deity are 


<«Gerterto-Drink '0E the: Blood-of che Grape, than bite 
.£the Root 'of ther: Vine; rd {mell of the Roſe, than 


chew the Stalk; - And, bleſſed be God, the meaneſt of 
«« Men are capable of the former, very few ſucceſsful in 
<the latter. ' And the leſs, becauſe the Reports of them 
.cthat havebuſi'd themſelvs that way,have not only ſeem- 
«ed (trange toto the Vulgar, but even repugnant with 
«© one another. But I ſhould in Charity refer this to the 


*« nature of the Pidgeons Neck rather than to miſtake 


<or contradiction. One and the ſame Obje&in Nature 
« affords many different Phenomens ; and God is as 
< infinitely Various as ſimple. Wherefore it is more 


-« ſafe, ro. admit; all poſhble Perfeftions in Ged- than 


<raſhly;to deny what appears not to us in our particu- 
© lar Poſture. | Andafterwards in his particular Preface 
tothe firſt Canto of P/3chozoia, P. 6, 7. 

But the beſt is, that the happineſs of Man is not the 
Eſſence. but the Influence of the Divinityz and to be 
Baptiſed in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, ({ he means,: as himſelf hath deſcribed in that 
Preface ) of more Conſequence than to Read and, Uns 
derftand all the curious and acute School-Trafts of 
the Trinity. For this may be permited to the Devil : 
That is the Priviledge only of the 'Good and Pious 
Man, Nor is itany wonder at all. 

For be it ſb, that the Contemplation of theſe things 
is very Sublime and Subtil ; yet well I wot they are 
nothing SatisfaQory to the Soul. For the exile Theories, 
of the Infinity of God and Trinity, are but as it were 
the dry meaſuring and numbring of the Deity ; and- 
profit as much to the Soul devoid of Charity, as _o 

=— 
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" Diameter of the Sun's Body, or the remembrance of 
that Trinal Property in lux, lumen, and calefaFion, 
can warma Maa in a cold froſty Night. 

But if any Man would be ſufficiently initiated in- 
to theſe Myſteries, he muſt repair to the ever living 
word of God, that ſubtle and ſearching Fire, that will 
ſift all the Vanities of dreaming Philoſophers, and 
burn up the vain Imaginations of falſe Chriſtians like 

- Stubble. 

* All this out of a tenderneſs of Mind, being ex- 
©*ceeding loth to give any Man Offence by my Wri- 
© tings: For though Knowledge and Theory be better 
* than any thing but Honeſty and true Piety,yet it is not 
©*fo good as that I ſhould willingly offend my Neigh- 
*bour by it. And I very heartily Concurr with this 
extraordinary Perſon in theſe his Candid and Pious 
Expreſſions. 
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